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SWEET CORN YIELDS 


Prospects for 1940, as Affected by Rainfall and 
Temperature, Discussed 


The results of a study by the Association’s Division of 
Statistics of the effect of rainfall and temperature on sweet 
corn yields were presented in the INrormation Letter for 
July 27, 1940. It was pointed out at that time that tem- 
peratures and rainfall during the critical period of growth, 
that is, during the tasseling and silking period, are very 
important in determining yields of sweet corn. This critical 
period varies because of geographic differences, varieties of 
corn, and dates of planting. For the bulk of sweet corn 
grown in the Mid-West, however, the last half of July 
and first half of August roughly covers this critical period. 
The study previously referred to showed the effect of July 
rainfall and certain other factors on the yields of sweet 
corn in three important Mid-Western States for the last 
ten years. 


Prospects for 1940 were indicated to some extent by giv- 
ing rainfall and temperature up to July 23, or, in other 
words, up to about the beginning of the critical period of 
growth. During the month from July 23 to August 22, 
rainfall in Ohio, Indiana, and a large percentage of Illinois 
was unfavorable to proper development of the ears. Polli- 
nation was also damaged in those States by high tempera- 
tures during the last week in July. 

lowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, and northern IIli- 
nois had somewhat more favorable rainfa!!, but like the 
other States mentioned, suffered some from high tempera- 
tures. During the month (July 23 to August 22) only 
one fairly good rain was reported for the southern corn 
district in Ohio. That was for August 18, too late to be 
of much value to most of the sweet corn. Although the 
northern district fared a little better, the rainfall through- 
out the State was lower for the critical period than for 
any of the previous ten years. 

Temperatures reached 100 during two days and was dan- 
gerously close to 100 a number of other days during the 
latter part of July. Although temperatures were not as 
high as during the corresponding periods of 1934 and 1936, 
rainfall was lower than for either of those two years and, 
in fact, lower than for 1930 when yields averaged only a 
little over one ton per acre, the lowest of the last ten years. 

For Indiana there was little or no rainfall during the 
critical month until August 18, too late for much benefit 
to sweet corn, except possibly some of the late varieties. 
The story for eastern Illinois is about the same as that for 
Indiana, that is, rainfall during the critical period of growth 
was lower this year than for any of the last ten years and 
temperatures during the silking period of early varieties 
were above 100 degrees for 4 or 5 days during the last 
week of July. These temperatures no doubt damaged pollen 
considerably. The western and northern part of the State 


received somewhat more rainfall than the eastern, but tem- 
peratures during the last week of July were very high. From 
July 24 to July 29 temperatures exceeded 100 degrees for 
5 of 6 days. Rainfall in the northwestern part of the State 
was fairly well distributed and the total was about 34 inches 
for the month. 

The central part of Iowa received 3 good rains during the 
month that were fairly well distributed. The temperatures 
for the 3 days, July 23 to July 25, were high enough to 
have caused some damage to pollination. The northern 
part of the State and southern Minnesota likewise suffered 
from high temperatures during late July, but rainfall was 
about normal and well distributed. 

Certain sections of Wisconsin enjoyed normal rainfall 
during the month that was reasonably well distributed 
whereas other sections of the State suffered from lack of 
sufficient rainfall. Much more rain was reported for the 
western, southwestern and northeastern sections of the State 
than for the central and southern sections. 


(Continued on next page) 


SEASONAL DETERMINATION MADE FINAL 


Additional Partial Hours Exemption of 14 Weeks 
Granted Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Canners 


Col. Philip B. Fleming, administrator of the Wage and 
Hour Division, today (Saturday) denied petitions filed by 
the American Federation of Labor, the Congress of Indus- 
trial Organizations and several affiliated unions for review 
of a determination to grant an additional partial hours 
exemption of 14 weeks to fresh fruit and vegetable canners 
and packers. The determination also makes available a 
14-week partial exemption for fresh fruit and vegetable 
warehouses. 


The determination becomes final and the exemption 
effective today. (Federal Register, Saturday, August 24, 
1940.) This action of the administrator has no effect on the 
regulations that redefine “area of production,” which will 
become effective October 1, 1940. 

The hours exemption provided for by the administrator's 
action will permit canners of perishable or seasonable fresh 
fruits or vegetables to operate for 12 hours a day and 56 
hours a week during an additional period of 14 weeks in the 
aggregate each year without paying overtime pay. This new 
exemption does not affect the unlimited hours exemption 
for 14 weeks in the aggregate each year that is available 
to canners under the wage and hour law. 

The petitions for review raised the legal issue of whether 
the two 14-week exemptions to packing establishments and 
canneries can run consecutively. In denying the petition, 
the administrator expressed the opinion that they can, as a 
matter of law. He also held that the petitions did not 
present any new or additional facts warranting a review. 
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It should be remembered, however, that there was a defi- 
ciency of subsoil moisture in Illinois, parts of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and Iowa before corn was planted. If the abund- 
ant rains that fell in parts of these sections in May and 
June restored the subsoil moisture to normal, some corn 
may produce fair yields in spite of the July and August 
drought. The combination of poor conditions for planting, 
germination, and cultivation (see INronmaTion Letter for 
July 27) with very little rainfall during the critical period 
of growth, will, no doubt, reduce yields to a very low level 
in Ohio, Indiana, and a large part of Illinois. 


Labeling Manual Distributed to Industry 


The labeling manual for the canning industry, “Labels 
for Canned Foods”, published by the National Canners 
Association, has been distributed to the members of the 
Association, to all other canners, and to members of the 
associations of allied industries, including brokers, and 
wholesale grocers. 

The manual on labeling was prepared by the Labeling 
Committtee of the Association, in accordance with a resolu- 
tion adopted by the Board of Directors at the January, 1940, 
meeting. At the May, 1940, meeting of the Board of 
Directors, the following resolution was adopted: 


“Be it resolved, that the canning industry be urged to use 
the terms recommended by the Labeling Committee, and 
published in the labeling manual, on all labels printed after 
the distribution to canners of the manual.” 


The purpose of the bulletin is to present a simple exposi- 
tion of the requirements of the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act with respect to labeling and to indicate how the legal 
requirements may be met in the practical formulation of 
labels that will fully describe the contents of a can to con- 
sumers. In the appendix of the manual appears a table 
that summarizes for each canned food product the descrip- 
tive terms required by law as well as those additional 
descriptive terms that have been recommended by the 
Association's Labeling Committee for the more complete 
information of the consumer. The appendix also contains 
the text of the Act and of the general regulations relating 
to labeling, as well as the text of each standard that has 
been promulgated thus far under the Act. 


Additional copies are available for distribution to members 
and can be secured upon request. 


Tomato Production Costs 


Records on tomato production from an area in central 
Indiana representing about 33 counties have been assembled 
by the Department of Farm Management of Purdue Uni- 
versity in a mimeographed statement entitled “Costs and 
Practices in Growing Tomatoes in Central Indiana, 1939.” 
It includes data for three years from about 100 growers 
on growing, harvesting, and marketing costs; production 
methods; relation of diseases to tomato production in 1939; 
and yields. A few copies of this statement are available to 
members upon request directed to the Association's Raw 
Products Bureau. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 


Interim Committee Approves Report on Expansion 
of Statistical Services 


The Interim Committee has approved the report of the 
special committee, appointed pursuant to the resolution of 
the Board of Directors at the May meeting, to consider am- 
plification of the services of the Association's Division of 
Statistics. The report of the special committee, as approved 
by the Interim Committee, is reproduced below for the in- 
formation of members of the Association. 


On May 16, 1940 the Board of Directors passed the fol- 


lowing resolution: 


“WHEREAS, many members of the Association have 
urged that the Statistical Division broaden its activities 
and render additional service to the industry with re- 
spect to individual commodities ; 

“This Committee, therefore, recommends to the Board 
of Directors that a special committee be appointed to 
consider ways and means that may be developed to 
amplify the services rendered by the Statistical Division, 
more effectively to enable the individual canner to 
operate under present-day conditions. 

“The Committee further recommends that this special 
committee be instructed to study this subject in its 
broadest aspects and report its findings to the Interim 
Committee within sixty days.” 


Pursuant to this resolution President Krimendahl ap- 
pointed a committee consisting of Messrs. Karl K. Mayer 
of Colorado, Chairman; C. M. Walters of Illinois; Harold 
K. Bachelder of Indiana; Edward F. Trego of Illinois; 
Norman O. Sorensen of Wisconsin; James I. Smith, Jr. of 
Ohio; Howard T. Cumming of New York. Despite the neces- 
sity for plant supervision during the active canning season, 
this committee met in Chicago on June 29th and devoted an 
entire day to its task. In addition to the committee, the fol- 
lowing were present at the Chicago meeting: H. F. Krimen- 
dahl (ex officio); H. T. Austern, counsel of the N. C. A.; 
and Carlos Campbell as secretary of the committee. 

In considering the possible expansion of the activities of 
the Statistical Division of the Association, the committee 
considered the following factors as basic: First, the National 
Canners Association is national in scope, and statistical 
services organized for one commodity might be asked to be 
extended to all commodities to the extent feasible; second, 
while all activities of the Association, either directly or 
indirectly, have as one of their objectives improvement in 
the sale of canned foods, activities dealing specifically with 
distribution and merchandising, up to this time, have been 
generalized in character and of nation-wide application; 
third; heretofore the Division of Statistics has dealt only 
with historical data, that is, with material concerning packs, 
shipments, etc., already completed, and its reports are con- 
sidered, in the trade and by the government, as reasonably 
complete and thoroughly accurate as well as disassociated 
from any relation to previously advanced forecasts or esti- 
mates; and fourth, the Association has in progress a com- 
prehensive ahd detailed economic research program from 
which reports, probably indicating the cause of commercial 
maladjustments in the industry and possible remedial pro- 
cedure, are expected at a relatively early date, and when 
such reports are submitted, the N. C. A. may want to con- 
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sider expansion of its statistical and economic activities 
along lines that cannot be contemplated at this time. 

At its Chicago meeting, the committee canvassed certain 
activities that had been suggested. It concluded that 
because of the national character of the Association and in 
view of the other factors above mentioned, it is not feasible 
for the Division of Statistics of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation at this time to concern itself with price filing, price 
reporting, or the like, on the many industry products, and 
it would be neither practicable nor desirable for the Division 
of Statistics to engage in forecasting of production, nor in 
making interim or progress reports of pack. 

The Committee makes the following specific recommenda- 
tions: 

1. That the Division of Statistics endeavor, insofar as 
possible, to expedite the collection and public dissemination 
of those statistics that it is currently engaged in collecting, 
and that the Director of the Division of Statistics be author- 
ized to expend reasonable amounts of the Division's budget 
to accomplish this end. 

2. That the Director of the Division of Statistics be author- 
ized to extend the system of crop condition reports, such 
as was begun this season on peas, to commodities when any 
substantial group of canners of a particular commodity 
indicate their desire for such service and when, in his judg- 
ment, it is feasible to do so on a reasonably comprehensive 
and completely reliable basis. In this connection, and 
without precluding the development of crop reporting for 
new commodities during the present season, the committee 
suggests that the possibility of developing such crop con- 
dition reports for further commodities be specifically called 
to the attention of each commodity section at the next annual 
convention. 

3. That the Division of Statistics of the Association, upon 
request, send to all State, regional, and commodity asso- 
ciations or organizations, for their convenience, all informa- 
tion regularly published by the Division of Statistics to the 
industry and the trade. 

The committee desires to call to the attention of canners 
the fact that throughout its history the National Canners 
Association has recognized that its primary responsibility 
is to serve its membership and it has in no way affiliated itself 
with other organizations. The Association, however, has al- 
ways recognized that these organizations, including the State 
or regional and commodity organizations, likewise seek to 
serve, each in its own way, the industry which makes it 
possible for each to function. The Association has en- 
deavored to cooperate to the fullest possible extent with 
such organizations by making available to them its published 
materials, reports, and other information of interest to their 
membership. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Kart K. Mayer, Chairman 
C. M. Watters 

H. K. Bacnetper 

E. F. Treco 

N. O. SorENsEN 

J. I. Smrrn, Jr. 

H. T. Cumminc 

H. F. Krimenpaut, ex. off. 
Cartos CAMPBELL, Secretary. 


Hearing Called on Sugars in Canned Fruits 


A public hearing has been called for September 16, 1940, 
to amend the definitions for canned peaches, apricots, pears, 
and cherries with respect to the composition of the liquid 
packing medium and the label designations of the packing 
medium. The hearing is restricted to these portions of the 
definitions, but the entire question of the kind of sugars that 
may be used, the amounts required, and the names and 
phrases to be put on the labels will be thoroughly explored. 
Although the conclusions will apply only to these fruits it is 
probable that they will have a bearing on the sugar question 
for all foods. 


The proposals upon which the hearing will be held are 
published in the Federal Register of August 17, 1940. It is 
proposed that the regulations fixing and establishing defini- 
tions and standards of identity for canned peaches, pears, 
apricots and cherries be amended in the following respects: 


(1) To prescribe additional optional liquid packing media 
of suitable compositions, including such media as are pre- 
pared with invert sugar sirup or corn sirup, singly or in 
combination with other saccharine substances. 


(2) To revise the specifications of composition prescribed 
by such regulations for optional liquid packing media, in- 
cluding deletion of the requirements that such media pre- 
pared with refined sugar (sucrose) and refined corn sugar 
(dextrose) be adjusted to refined sugar (sucrose) equivalents. 

(3) To designate optional liquid packing media, pre- 
scri by such regulations and any pone Rae. thereto, 
which shall be named on the label. 

(4) To revise the alphabetical and numerical designations 
of the subsections and other subdivisions of such regulations 


and otherwise to simplify and clarify such regulations by 
editorial changes. 


The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on September 16, 1940, 
in Room 1039, South Building, Independence Avenue be- 
tween 12th and 14th Streets S.W., Washington, D. C. 


Supplies of Tin Plate Considered Adequate 


A press release on the supply of tin plate in the United 
States has been issued by the Can Manufacturers Institute. 
This release follows: 


“Supplies of tin plate in the United States are considered 
aw adequate, the Can Manufacturers Institute revealed 
today. 

“This is in line with a recent expression of the Iron and 
Steel Institute concerning the country's tin supply. 

“Substitutes for the good old dependable, tried and true, 
tin can are probably possible, according to the Can Manu- 
facturers Institute. However, it is greatly doubted that the 
American people would care for the German type of ‘ersatz’ 
materials and methods. 


“Ex-Assistant Secretary of War Louis Johnson recently 
quoted an ingenious statistician who had figured that the 
number of cans of food used during the latter days of the 
World War by the American Expeditionary Forces in France 
would have been sufficient to pave a road from Hoboken to 
Berlin. The can manufacturers of the country stand ready 
to double pave another one, if necessary.” 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Corn 


Shipments of canned corn out of canners’ hands during 
the past year, August 1, 1939, to August 1, 1940, amounted 
to 1,449,211 cases more than during the previous twelve 
months, according to figures compiled by the Association's 
Division of Statistics. Stocks of corn held by canners on 
August 1, 1940, were 4,560,732 cases less than on August 1, 
1939, 


The following table compares stocks and shipments on 
certain dates: 


ks: Cases 
Shipments: 
August 1, 1930 to August 1, 1040. 19,751,312 
August 1, 1038 to August 1, 1080... 18,302,101 


In the table below are shown stocks of canned corn in 
canners’ hands on August 1, 1940, by varieties and regions: 


Eastern States Western States 


Cream style: Cases Cases 
306 ,009 226 ,353 
40,442 404,016 
447,177 629 425 

Whole kernel 
116,093 204 , 608 


Stocks of corn on the cob on August 1 totaled 2,127 cases. 
Shipments during July amounted to 7,628 cases. 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Tomato Juice 


Shipments of canned tomato juice during the past year, 
August 1, 1939, to August 1, 1940, amounted to 2,632,199 
cases more than during the preceding 12-month period, 
according to figures compiled by the Association's Division 
of Statistics. Stocks in canners’ hands on August 1, 1940, 
were 1,196,225 cases less than in canners’ hands on August 
1, 1939. 

Stocks on August 1, 1940, amounted to 1,187,271 cases, 
as compared with 2,383,496 cases on August 1, 1939. Ship- 
ments during the two months June and July were 1,402,352 
cases in 1940 and 1,233,689 cases in 1939. The shipments 
during the 12 months August 1, 1939, to August 1, 1940, 
amounted to 12,287,293 cases as compared with 9,655,094 
cases during the previous year. 

In the following table are shown by can sizes stocks in 
canners’ hands on August 1, 1940: 

Cans per August 1 


Can Name Case Stocks 

Cases 
No. 300 (including all 300 cans from 407 to 412)...... 48 70,631 
No, 303 Cylinder... . 24 135 856 
No. 2 Cylinder (ineluding all 307 cans from 505 to 513). . a 105,016 
No. 3 Cylinder (including 404 cans from 615 to 708)... . 12 104 , 563 
No. 10 (including some No. 5)... .. 6 268 


Analysis of Business Effects of Defense Program 


Domestic demand for canned foods is now of primary 
importance, especially since foreign demand has decreased 
because of the war. Domestic demand is affected con- 
siderably by the amount of general employment. Since the 
beginning of the defense program, plans have been de- 
veloped for increasing production of various products, which 
in turn will no doubt affect employment. Some appraisal 
of the potential effects on business conditions of the na- 
tional defense program should be of value to canners. The 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics analyzes the probable 
rate of spending under the defense program in appraising 
the effects on business conditions in the current issue of 
The Demand and Price Situation. Excerpts from this article 
follow: 


Defense appropriations, authorizations, and pending re- 
quests total 10,040 million dollars (or 14,702 million if the 
entire estimated cost of a two-ocean navy to be built during 
the next 6 years is included). But difficulties involved in 
launching a program of this size probably will hold expendi- 
tures during the present fiscal year (July 1940-June 1941) 
to around 4.5 billion dollars, roll possibly less. This may be 
compared with defense expenditures for the 1940 fiscal year 
of 1,559 million dollars. 

Offsetting in part the effect on business of the probable 
gain in defense expenditures will be an expected increase in 
tax collections of approximately 900 million dollars (ex- 
clusive of collections which may arise from pending excess 
profits tax legislation) and reduced expenditures other than 
for defense of approximately a billion dollars (exclusive of 
additional Work Projects Administration funds which may 
later be appropriated). 


Considering the Federal budget as a whole, it appears that 
the excess of expenditures over receipts may increase by per- 
haps one and a half billion dollars in the current fiscal year. 
The net contribution of the Federal Government to national 
buying power declined during the first half of 1940 to an 
estimated 218 million dollars in June. It is again rising and 
may reach 500 million dollars by next December. The maxi- 
mum rate of defense expenditures may not be reached for a 
year or longer. 

In addition to defense expenditures of the Government, a 
considerable amount of private capital will be used during the 
coming year in expanding plant capacity for production of 
defense items. It has been estimated that about one billion 
dollars of new plants will be needed for a major defense 
effort, and the amount will probably be much larger if air- 
plane deliveries to the United Kingdom are to be increased 
as rapidly as possible to around 1,500 a month. Some of the 
funds for plant expansion will be furnished by the Govern- 
ment, either directly or by advances on contracts. Presumably 
the necessary additions to plants will be largely made within 
a year. 
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